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Online Summer Seminar 2023
August 5-6, 2023: Fantasy Goes to Hell: Depictions of Hell in Modern Fantasy Texts
https://mythsoc.org/oms/oms-2023.htm
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ABOUT OUR CONTRIBUTORS
Glen Angus is a professional illustrator, with published works in M agic the Gathering, Advanced
Dungeons a n d Dragons, Cricket magazine, and other children’s book and gaining venues. He is
currently working as a senior artist for Raven Software/ Activision, as a concept, promo, and
texture artist. Glen has happily volunteered to illustrate “Murderer o f Days,” in respect for the
talent of author and long time friends Scott Clements. You can view Glen’s work at
<www.gangus.net>.

Tim Callahan graduated from the Chouinard Art School with a degree in illustration. He has
worked in the animation industry as a background designer and layout artist for over 20 years and
has regularly contributed art for The M ythic Circle. He and Bonnie met while working on the
infamous Bakshi production o f Lord o f the Rings. Tim is presently at work on three books: one
novel, and two nonfiction volumes on Lost Realm s o f History and The Figure o f the Trickster in
World M yth (working titles).
Bonnie Callahan has contributed art to Mythopoeic publications for over 3 decades. For this
issue she designed the intriguing and exquisite mystery cover, for which we invite readers to
submit interpretations in the form o f stories or poems. She is currently involved with digital
animation background painting, medallion design, book covers, sign design, illustration, and
miscellaneous volunteer work when she’s not busy rescuing and adopting out (or taking in)
abandoned kittens in the neighborhood.
Joe R. Christopher has published numerous poems, two plays (including “Retirement: A
Masque,” which appeared in The Mythic Circle), and ten short stories (including two in The
Mythic Circle). His poem about the Pandora myth, “Interiors and Exteriors,” appeared in The
2005 Rhysling Anthology: The Best Science, Fantasy, and Horror Poetry o f 2004, published by
The Science Fiction Poetry Association and Dark Regions Press. Twice he has won a Mythopoeic
Scholarship Award for his academic books. This summer in England, he will be presenting two
critical papers on Tolkien. He serves on the editorial board of The Mythopoeic Press.
Scott Clements has had two stories, based on the legends of the Finnish Kalevala, published in
D eep Magic: E-zine o f High Fantasy & Science Fiction. One, “Into Pohjola,” was voted best
fantasy story o f the year by readers. Both
made the cut for their print anthology DEEPER MAGIC: The Anthology o f H igh Fantasy &
Science Fiction. Most o f his stories are loosely based on old myths, or use mythological
characters as protagonists or antagonists. He has written two novels, one o f which is in the hands
o f an agent.
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Ellen Denham first wrote The Willow M aiden as a ballet libretto. She collaborated with her
husband, Stephan Laurent-Faesi, Artistic Director o f the Butler Ballet, composer Frank Felice,
and many others to bring the ballet to the stage. The work was performed by the Butler Ballet in
Indianapolis in 2003. Ellen gave a presentation about the ballet and showed video excerpts at
Mythcon 2004. The work has now expanded into a novel, which she is now editing, after
completing a draft. This excerpt comes after a short prologue and introduces us to Aldric, who
will later meet and fall in love with the title character, a willow-dryad. In addition to writing,
Ellen is a classical singer and teaches voice at Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana.
S. Dorman is currently working on a speculative piece about the early life of the King o f Gondor
(Elessar) in Middle-earth; and on a novella, In the Garden with Mark Twain and CS Lewis. A
sample o f an earlier dialogue is to be published in The Lamp-post. Her work has appeared in
regional publications, in literary and little magazines; and a short story, “Woman in Winter, with
Flat” is included in an upcoming Goose River Anthology. The story is an excerpt from her series
o f rural town novels with mythic overtones, a sample of which can be read at:
<godsaid.blogspot.com>.
Lala Heine-Koehn was bom in Poland, and lived near the Tatra mountains (where “Zabia Lalka”
published in MC #27, is set) when she was young. Currently, she lives with her family in
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. She has published several books o f poetry, and her poems
have appeared in many literary magazines besides The M ythic Circle. She is especially touched
that a poem she wrote about a friend o f hers, Roma Czamobroda, is now included in the
Department of Oral History at the U S. Holocaust Museum, in Washington D.C. Questioned
about the meaning o f “The Man With the Stolen Eyes,” she answers that not all poems “can be
explained rationally,” but that perhaps her “unintended intent” was “to convey that even the most
disparate people o f completely different beliefs and backgrounds find a way o f affectionate and
peaceful coexistence. And sight is something that comes from within.” She adds that when the
fish loses its head it “strengthens the still-existing backbone, which is their growth o f trust.”

B errien C. Henderson teaches high school Literature and Composition. When he’s not chasing
down student essays and his own children, he enjoys writing poetry and short stories, studying the
classics, and pursuing the martial arts.
JA Howe has been writing science fiction and fantasy, in both poetry and prose forms, for about
ten years now. Her most recent work can be seen at the online magazines PariahOnlme
(dotguy.net) and at Ultraverse.com. She also has written frequently for the print magazine Pablo
Lennis.
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Bill Krapfel has served as an educator in both private and public schools for over thirty years.
His mother discovered the works o f Tolkien shortly after they were published in A m erica, and
the family read the books aloud in the early 1960’s. Bill learned o f C. S. Lewis and the rest o f the
Inklings following his own conversion to Christianity in 1970. He and his wife Linda have five
grown children. They live in a Northern California community without streetlights, where the
stars shine brightly.

Jef Murray, whose illustrations have appeared regularly in M ythic Circle (and who was
unhappily unable to contributed the euirent issue), recently had his Tolkien and C S. Lewisinspired illustrations featured in the St. Austin Review (www.staustinreview.com). The Jan/Feb
2006 issue celebrates Tolkien, C. S. Lewis, and the film release o f The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe . lefts paintings will also be included in a special exhibit at the 2006 Gathering o f the
Fellowship in Toronto in July, alongside the works o f John Howe and Ted Nasmith. His paintings
and sketches can be seen online at <www.JefMurray.com>.
Dwayne Pagnotto was bom in Salem, New Jersey, but attended school in Penns Grove, New
Jersey and Kennet Square, Pennsylvania. During his formative years, he read books about Greek
and Norse mythology and American Folk Lore, which influenced his writing. His first poem was
inspired by “a very special girl” with whom he was in love. He now lives in Jacksonville,
Florida.

Douglas “Dag” Rossman has loved the Scandinavian and Cherokee myths and legends for many
years and his “The White Path,” published in MC #26, was his first attem pt to integrate them in a
fictional setting. His new book, The Northern Path: Norse M yths and Legends R e to ld . . .A nd
What They Reveal, has now been published by Seven Paws Press o f Chapel Hill, NC. It includes
both the stories he has been telling “to live audiences for the past 25 years,” along with a
discussion o f “the nature of myth generally and the meanings o f Norse myth in particular.”
David Sparenberg is a poet-playwright, Shakespearean actor, stage director, storyteller, author
and workshop facilitator. His literary work has appeared in over 100 periodicals and journals in
six countries and he is deeply involved in a teaching project called M ythic Impro: Becom ing Who
You Always Were. David can be contacted for performances, classes and friendly exchanges a t :
<EarthArtsVegas@yahoo.com> Having recently completed a series o f performances for the
Las Vegas-Clark County Library District, David is presently offering performances o f
Shakespeare and original work for theatre, along with a healing workshop for those struggling
with life threatening illness and for survivors coping with the grieving process in both Vancouver,
Canada and Olympia, WA. This workshop is called Soul Art and focuses on using poetry, drama,
creative movement and storytelling to center, balance, recover and find the way tow ard inner
peace.
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